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book opens, is one of those personal narratives which help the historian 
to understand the West as it was before the Civil War. This is followed 
by a section on Lincoln, the most interesting part of which has to do 
with the senatorial election of 1854. Mrs. Johns claims to have over- 
heard a conversation in an adjoining room at the hotel from which she 
learned of a scheme to secure the election of Mattison, the Democratic 
candidate. She informed Lincoln of the plan and he frustrated it by 
withdrawing in favor of Trumbull. The third part is a sketch of the 
career of Oglesby, Decatur's most-distinguished citizen. 

The latter half and most valuable part of the book deals largely with 
the work of the Decatur Hospital Aid Society during the Civil War. 
Historians have generally been so much interested in the military and 
political events of the war that its effects upon the people who stayed at 
home and the part which they played in the war itself through the san- 
itary and Christian commissions and other similar organizations have 
received little attention. Mrs. Johns was secretary of the Decatur so- 
ciety and possesses its minute books from which copious extracts are 
printed. She gives also an excellent account, with documents, of the 
State Sanitary Fair held at Decatur in 1864. In the conclusion are 
suggested some results of the Civil War which are not often considered, 
but which are substantiated to some extent by the material contained in 
the book: "Woman had discovered herself as an important factor in 
the body politic and had vindicated her right to own herself and the 
product of her labor. The church was more Christian and less sectarian, 
society was more democratic, the arts of peace had been stimulated by 
the necessities of war, while war itself had been made too dangerous to 
be entered into on slight pretext by the inventive genius of American 
artisans. The world was made better and wiser by the bitter struggle. ' ' 

Solon J. Buck 

Reminiscences of a Soldier's Wife. An Autobiography. By Mrs. John 
A. Logan. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913. 470 
p. $2.50) 
Mrs. Logan has had a varied and interesting life and her account of it 
is an attractive book. The first part describes entertainingly social life 
and economic conditions in southern Illinois before the Civil War. Then 
follows an account of the writer's experiences at home and at the front 
during the war, in connection with which the military career of her hus- 
band is fully treated. The remainder of the book is concerned mainly 
with social life in Washington and political campaigns in Illinois dur- 
ing the general's career in Congress. 

General Logan is the hero of the work — indeed it might almost be 
termed a biography of him — and, as would be expected, everything he 
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did is set forth in the most favorable light. The explanation of his de- 
lay in declaring his position at the outbreak of the Civil War is sug- 
gestive but not entirely satisfying. The controversy between Generals 
Logan and Sherman is treated at some length and the letters which 
passed between them at the final reconciliation are published. Other 
matters of interest touched upon are the organization of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and the Chicago fire. As is usual in reminis- 
cences, the book contains many inaccurate statements, and Mrs. Logan's 
judgments upon men and measures are based on sympathy and personal 
factors rather than on investigation. The critical student of history 
will find the book helpful, however, in enabling him to understand the 
spirit of the times with which it deals. 

Solon J. Buck 

History of the Republican Party in Illinois, 1854-1912. With a Review 
of the Aggressions of the Slave Power. By Charles A. Church, 
member of the staff of Register-Gazette. (Rockford, Illinois 
[1912]. 248 p.) 
To term this intensely partisan manual a "History" is an insult to 
Clio. The first three chapters sketch the controversies over slavery to 
1856. That deep-dyed villain the "Slave-Power" stalks through the 
pages, triumphs in the annexation of Texas, but overreaches himself in 
the Kansas-Nebraska act; and then the "progress of righteousness" be- 
gins. The remainder of the book contains a lifeless outline of cam- 
paigns and elections, padded with the names of candidates, delegates to 
conventions, and officeholders, much of which is copied almost verbatim 
from Moses, Illinois, Historical and Statistical. Fulsome biographical 
sketches of Republican worthies are interspersed — and all the Repub- 
lican leaders are worthies. The events of the Lorimer scandal are told 
without comment other than to dwell upon the fact that ' ' Mr. Lorimer 's 
private life was conceded, even by his enemies, to be above reproach." 
This was before the failure of the La Salle Street bank, of course. The 
futility of the organization of the Progressive party is emphasized in 
the final chapter by the statement that : ' ' The Republican party is pro- 
gressive. Prom the beginning it has stood for the highest ideals in rep- 
resentative government. Its leaders have been constructive statesmen 
who incarnated these ideals in institutions and laws." Such sweeping 
assertions are not history and should be confined to stump speeches or 
the Congressional Record. 

Solon J. Buck 

Forty Years of It. By Brand Whitlock. (New York and London: D. 
Appleton and Company, 1914. xii, 374 p. $1.50 net) 
This autobiography of Brand Whitlock, though ' ' dressed up " to meet 



